
Fed u~ with mainstrea~ politics? Think the Democr~ts and \t.'
Repubhcanssound more hke Tweedledeeand Tweedleduml ~

If so, you're not alone. Growing numbers of Americans are be-
coming increasinglydoubtful and cynicalabout the current .

two-party system. In fact, only 53.2 percent of Americans
even bothered to vote in 1980'- a ten-percent decline in just
two decades. Fully 35 to 40 percent of voters now define
themselves as Independents instead of Democrats or
Republicans-a striking increase over previous years.
Numerous surveys indicate that public confidence in
politicians and government institutions is skidding
near all"timelows. .

It is in precisely. such times as these - times
of distrust in the dominant tWQparties and of
increasing COncernover domestic and interna-
tional issues - that third parties have flourished
in America. This yeads no exception. Numer-
ous third party and independent candidates
of all stripes are running for president of the
United States.

Many of these, inevitably, are frivolous,
tongue-in-cheek candidates of the kind
that pop up every electionyear - guys
like Richard Grayson, presidential hope-
ful of the Committee for Immediate
Nuclear War, who advocates nuclear

~ ~rocaust--asta cure for ''bm-edOL,

~ operas, and peddlers on [New York's]
L' ~ourteenth Sh'eet.
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r like
.

tele~ision.
I . e'ntertainerLarry.Harmon.;retter

known professionally its Bozo the
Clown-whose Bozo Party urges
:p,..mericansto "put a real Bozo in the
White House."

Ho~ever, .there are also a smaller
number of s;ri6us, committed third-
'arty candidates for president, who ~

~ despite oppressive state and federal

~ electi6nla~~~I~~~~0l!I)U~z ous state ballots'acros .. e country.<!

ffi.. They will receiveanywhere from a few
, in~huusal\d to peIl.aps a million-or mOtI

z votes. They will present articulate,
~ carefully researched views on the irn-
g portant issues of the election_yeaI:-that._ ~

3 match those of millions of Americans
;;! - and they wilL generally. deal with. .
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Tired of Republican rhetoric and Democratic dialogue?
The truly exciting candidates'- with real new ideas- are
out f.here. But they may neve,r be heard,
no matter how loud they roar.

By James W. Harris

'There, ain't a dime's worth of difference between
the Democratic and Republican parties."

-George Wallace, Alabama governor and 1968 American
Independent Party presidential candidate




