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he State's greatest living enemy."
That's how Dr. Murray N.

Rothbard is described on the jack-
et of his latest book, The MY..sterY..
piBanking, and the description is

an accurate one. Since the late 1940s Roth-
bard has been an uncompromising enemy
of the very institution of government itself.
More than a dozen books and countless ar-
ticles and speeches have made him this
century's most prominent Libertarian
thinker and activist.

Rothbard virtually gave birth to the mod-
ern Libertarian movement in the mid-
195Os, when he fused three related but
then-separate themes-individualist anar-
chism, free-market economics and a non-
interventionist foreign policy-into a single
political philosophy: "anarcho-capitalism, "
or libertarianism. He set forth his political
vision in the 1973 book For a New Liberty;.

The Libertarian Manifgsto, which is wide-
ly regarded as the single best introduction
to libertarianism. In that work Rothbard
condemned government as "acriminal gang"
and argued that all services provided by gov-
ernment-even police, courts and military de-
fense-could be provided more effectively and
fairly by the free market and other voluntary
means. Rothbard feels government is unnec-
essary and the greatest violator of human
rights to life, liberty and property.

Rothbard's ideas are unquestionably
radical. They are backed up, however, by a
lifetime of serious scholarship in a wide va-
riety of fields. Rothbard is internationally
renowned as an innovative economist, his-
torian, political theorist and social critic.
Among his major books are Man, Econ-
omy" and State (1962), a two-volume trea-
tise on economics that was hailed by a crit-
ic as "one of the great books of this century
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in economics;"Power and Market (1970), the
first-ever economic condemnation of all gov-
ernment action; Conceived in Liberly (1975),
a four-volume history of Colonial America
and the- American Revolution; and The
Ethics 01 Liberly (1982), a PhilosoPhical
argument for human freedom described in
a review as "one of the most imporlant works
of this-or any other-century. "

"The State is an inherently illegitimate in-
stitution of organized and regularized crime
against the persons and properlies of its sub-
jects," Rothbard has written. Now 59, he con-
tinues to pit his vast command of economics
and history against that institution. His arli-
cles, written with a characteristic clarity,
vigor and wit, appearfrequently.

A longtime Liberlarian Parly activist,
Rothbard serves on its National Committee
and advises numerous Liberlarian organiza-
tions and publications. In addition, he is pro-
fessor of economicsat the Polytechnic Institute
of New York. His writings and speeches con-
tinue to insPire a growing international Lib-
erlarian movement.

James W Harris, whose Guest Editorial
"The Decline and Fall of American States-
manship" appeared in the March '85
HUSTLER, conducted the interview.

CHIC: Dr. Rothbard, just what exactly is
libertarianism?
ROTHBARD: Libertarianism is simply
the belief that it's immoral and impermis-

sible for any person to aggress against the
person or property of anyone else. That's
the simplest definition.

Now most people would agree with this
if you stated it like that. Most people are
as against murder, robbing and mugging
as we Libertarians are. The difference be-
tween Libertarians and other people is
that we apply this moral principle consist-
ently, across the board. And we specifi-
cally apply it to the government.
CHIC: You hold the government respon-
sible for its acts of violence?
ROTHBARD: Right. Most people ex-
empt the government from this moral
rule. They think that, somehow, if the
government commits an act of aggres-
sion, it's okay, it's legitimate. The govern-
ment commits tremendous, organized
systematic theft-it's called taxation, and
it's considered legitimate. The govern-
ment can enslave people-it's called the
draft. The government can commit mass
murder-it's called war and considered
heroic.

So that's the'difference between Lib-
ertarians and other people. We take this
moral code, and we apply it to the main
exemption, the guys who are considered
exempt: the government.
CHIC: You go beyond even many Lib-
ertarians, however, and consider govern-
ment itself to be illegitimate, a criminal
institution. Why?

ROTHBARD: There are two things es-
sential to government that are criminal.
One is that government lives off taxes.
Government is the only organization in
society-outside of known criminals-that
gets its money by coercion, by armed rob-
bery-i.e., taxation. Every other organiza-
tion or person in society lives either by
selling a good or service to somebody
else, or by getting membership dues or
voluntary contributions from other peo-
ple for one reason or another. Only the
government-aside from people who are
recognized to be criminals-lives off coer-
cion, off this vast organized crime racket:
taxes.

The other inherently criminal thing
government does is to outlaw all competi-
tion with itself: better courts, better
police, whatever.

So government is a compulsory mo-
nopoly, and it lives off a vast engine of co-
ercion-taxes. Other than that, it's a great
institution. [Laughs.]
CHIC: Many people consider the govern-
ment to be "just ourselves," the way we as
a nation express our collective will.
ROTHBARD: There is no collective will.

There are roughly 225 million people in
the United States, and each one has a will.
Sometimes they agree, and sometimes
they disagree.

Government, rather than expressing
our collective will, actually benefits one
group of people at the expense of anoth-
er group. There are some people who pay
taxes, and other people who live off
taxes-the basic class struggle in society.
Government bureaucrats, for example,
don't pay taxes-that's only an accounting
fiction. If a bureaucrat gets $50,000 a
year and he pays $10,000 in taxes, that's
not really payment of taxes-he's simply
getting $40,000 a year off the taxpayers.

In addition to all this-the taxes and the

monopolies-there are other criminal
things that government does, such as
forcing one group's religious or moral
precepts on other people. The Ayatollah
Khomeini is an obvious example of a rig-
orous government forcing certain moral
principles on the public_ It just depends
upon which group of fanatics or doctri-
naires gets control of the government to
impose moral or aesthetic views on every-
body else.

There's no collective will expressed by
government. Government is a great in-
strument for coercion of one group by
another.

CHIC: Our society currently depends on
government for a wide variety of services.
What's the alternative?
ROTHBARD: Government functions can

be divided into two categories. There are
some things that government does that
are illegitimate-criminal-such as mur-
der, theft, torturing people in prison




