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erated controversy and dissent. During the War of 1812 fiery

New England orator Daniel Webster denounced in Congress

a proposed draft as “despotism” and “murder.” Throughout the

Civil War, antidraft riots raged in New York City. Draft protesters

were jailed and deported during World War L. The Vietnam War

draft tore families apart, sent young Americans fleeing the country

and caused tremendous social upheaval. And now, with U.S. mili-

tary interests eyeing the Middle East and Central America, the draft
is again emerging as a burning issue.

Currently there is no draft in America, although draft legislation
is pending in Congress. Mandatory draft registration exists, rein-
stated by President Jimmy Carter in 1980 and continued by the Rea-

- gan Administration today. Like the draft itself, registration has pro-
duced a wave of opponents and dissenters.

Since 1982, 20 young men—virtually all outspoken conscientious
objectors to registration and the draft-have been indicted for refus-
ing to register. Fourleen have been convicted, with seven having
served prison sentences averaging several months in length.

One of the most vocal protesters is Paul Jacob, who was 20 years
old when President Carter resumed draft registration. Like hun-
dreds of thousands of other young men, he didn’t register. Unlike
most, however, he did more: He spoke out publicly against registra-
tion. In speeches, at demonstrations, in interviews and articles, Jacob
denounced registration and the draft as unjust and a violation of in-
dividual freedom. He openly refused to register and urged others to
do the same.

In September 1982 Jacob was indicted for failing to register. Un-
like every other nonregistrant to date, however, he refused to meekly
submit to what he considered an unjust and unconstitutional law.
Instead, he went underground—becoming the first underground
draft resister since the Vietnam War.

For more than two years Jacob eluded the FBI. He crisscrossed the
country, staying with sympathizers and working at odd jobs under
assumed names. During this time he continued writing articles, giv-
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ing occasional newspaper interviews, calling radio stations in his
hometown of North Little Rock, Arkansas, and publishing an anti-
registration newsletter. He spent his last year as a fugitive in North
Little Rock, living quietly with his wife and child until his arrest on
December 6, 1984.

Released on bail, Jacob continued antidraft work until his widely
publicized July 1, 1985, trial. He was found guilty of willful fail-
ure lo register, which carries a maximum penalty of five years in
prison and a $250,000 fine. He was given a five-year sentence,
with 4% years suspended on the condition he perform two years of
community service.

Jacob doesn’t fit the stereotype of the typical draft protester. A Lib-
ertarian, he favors a free market, acknowledges the need for a capa-
ble military defense and has repeatedly declared his willingness to
defend America in case of atlack. His objection to the draft, he says, is
rooted in his love for America and its political heritage of personal
freedom.

“There is a time when it’s both the right and the duty of a patriot to
resist the law,” Jacob says. In his view, that time is now.

CHIC: You've spent the past five years fighting draft registra-
tion and the draft. Why?
JACOB: First, let me make it clear that I'm not a pacifist, I'm
not a Communist, and I'm not afraid to fight for my country.
I love this country, and I believe we need a military to defend
it. If we were threatened, 1'd be the first in line to sign up to
fight.

gIn fact, that’s what I feel I've been doing these past few
years—fighting for my country. The draft is definitely not the
way to defend the United States. It’s not only ineffective, it’s
immoral. It perverts everything our country is supposed to
stand for.
CHIC: In what way?
JACOB: The draft is wrong in a number of areas. Most serious-
ly, it’s slavery—involuntary servitude.
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