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Public problem could have ~private'solution
ByJames W.Harris

.
Columbus officials,are warning residents

to prepare for some tough choices. A
growing demand for local government

. services,coupledwithreductionsin federal
funding, may s<>9nleave citizens facing
.painful tax hikes or equally painful service
cutbacks.

Neither of theSe choices is particularly
pleasant - or necessary. Instead, Colum-
bus should explore a proven, viable third
option: privatization.

Privatization - turning over some gov-
ernment services to private enterprise, <:fIIIA
competitive basis - is a trend sweeping
the nation with enormous success. At the
local government level, particularly, it has

taken off like wildfire. Well over 100billion
dollars of public services are now being
provided by the private sector, at tremen-
dous savings to taxpayers. And the privati-
zation trend is just getting underway.

What kinds of services are being priva-
tized? You name it. Garbage pickup,
grounds maintenance, recreation services,
data processing, animal control, street
sweeping, road repair, traffic signal main-
tenance, fire protection, sewage treat-
ment, waste disposal. . .

Virtually every conceivable government
service is being handled privately, some-
where - and the resulting savmgs are
often astonishing. A number of studies indi-
cate privatization can bring savings rang-

ing from, 10-20percent to over 50 per-
cent.

For example, a 1984study by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment examined 20 cities and found that
city-provided street cleaning was 43 per-
cent more costly. than the same service
provided by private firms; janitorial serv-
ices, 73 percent more costly; traffic signal
maintenance, 56 percent; tree pruning, 'Sl
percent; refuse collection,28-42percent;
asphalt repair, 96 percent; and lawn care,
43'percent. .

Similarly, a massive lW6 study found
that, in cities with population over 50,000,it
cost municipal sanitation departments 68
percent more on avemge to collect gar-
bage than private collection firms. An Uti-

nois Department of Transportation stud:
showed that rrivate firms under cont~c
could provide cities with paramedic sel"\
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