An American Credo For The 1980s

In 1920, social critics H.L. Mencken and George Jean Nathan
published a slim volume entitled The American Credo. The purpose
of the book the authors explained, tongues firmly implanted in
cheeks, was “‘to put into plain propositions some of the notions that
lie at the heart’” of the American psyche — or at least that segment of
America the pair derisively referred to as ‘‘Boobus Americanus’’ or
‘‘the mob’’: the intolerant, anti-liberty, unthinking element in the
nation.

The result was a list of 488 charmingly idiotic beliefs, nonsensical
maxims, mawkish sentimentalities, and foolish superstitions, all held
as true by large numbers of Americans and thus coloring their world
view and their actions.

Recently, while re-reading that collection, it struck me that there is
a crying need for a similar American Credo for the 1980s, to focus on

the vast and varied nonsense that unfortunately holds such sizeable
numbers of today’s population in sway. And so, after much research,
prayer, fasting and meditation, I offer, as a beginning, the following
list.

It will be observed that virtually all of the items here are political in
nature, as opposed to the collection of Mencken and Nathan, which
focused more on social delusions. There is good reason for this,
While many of the items in Mencken’s and Nathan’s list are still held
as gospel by some citizens, many others have passed out of standing.
Relatively few Americans today, for example, believe that “‘a hair
from a horse’s tail, if put into a bottle of water, will turn into a
snake;”’ or that ‘“‘because a married woman remains loyal to her
husband she loves him.”” However, in the realms of politics,
economics, and related areas, superstition and falsehood have






