Keep an eye on the gang
under the golden dome

It will be interesting this year to
see if the Georgia General
Assembly continues to hack away
at - free speech and the First
Amendment.
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If they don’t, it will certainly
be a dramatic change. For years,
the Assembly has proposed—and
sometimes  passed—numerous
bills aimed at stamping out forms
of speech that some legislators
find objectionable.

Take, for example, the
preposterous and unconstitu-
tional pornography laws that are
inflicted almost yearly upon
Georgians.

The kooky 1984 porn law is
typical. Currently being challeng-
ed in court by the American
Booksellers Association, it is so
incredibly - restrictive that, as
Atlanta Journal-Constitution
columnist Bill Shipp described it,

‘‘even a dictionary, displayed in
plain sight, might be enough to
inspire arrest of the book mer- -

~chant.””

No doubt this law, like earlier
ones, will soon be declared un- .
constitutional. However, odds
are the Assembly will keep on try-
ing to tell adults what they can
and cannot read. i

Unquestionably the most
ludicrous censorship proposal of
1985 was Rep. Rudolph Johnson
(D-Morrow)’s stupefying call for
a statewide ban on liquor adver-
tising. Billboards, television,
radio, newspapers, magazines—
Johnson would have forbidden
them all to carry ads for Demon
Rum. e '

Here were several repressive
ideas in one neat package: media
censorship, restraints on com-
mercial speech, interference in
the marketplace, and discrimina-
tion against Georgia publishing
and broadcasting.

Happily, this numbskull

. scheme was quickly buried. Be

warned, though: Johnson has
vowed to bring it back.

Not all recent censorship at-
tempts are so obviously loony, In
1984, Sen. Wayne Garner (D-
Douglasville) proposed that
newspapers be forbidden to print
the names of felony victims under
age 17. Last year, Tom Buck (D-






