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"We are our brother's keeper!"
Those who argue for individual

liberty and economic freedom are of-
ten met with this phrase. Fre-
quently it is u!;iedto justify govern-
ment intervention in the economic
or personal lives of others, and the
taxation that supports such inter-
vention. The list of programs in-
spired by this concept is almost end-
less: welfare, social security,
victimless crime laws, various trade
restrictions, and so forth.

One can attack such programs
from a utilitarian standpoint quite
effectively. With some research, and
a solid grasp of basic free market
economics, one can demonstrate
convincingly that government anti-
poverty and income redistribution
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schemes are mostly useless, ineffec-
tive, and destructive; and that social
reforms effected through the politi-
cal process inevitably end up en-
couraging and exacerbating the very
problems they are meant to solve.

However, to the ardent and well-
intentioned advocate of these pro-
grams, a solely utilitarian argu-
ment against them simply will not
wash. The programs are ineffective?
Then even stronger, more drastic
programs are needed. The public re-
sists the programs? Then stricter
controls on human behavior are
called for. Such advocates, after all,
are arguing from a moral position.
They are aware of often very legiti-
mate concerns, and wish to do some-
thing to correct what they perceive
as intolerable and unnecessary
wrongs. Convinced of the moral
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